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  We're holding references, data and a lot more hostages in our OSF storage. Scan to free them all! Accused: D's candidate Accused: E's candidate participants (88 women, one nonbinary and one unpronounced, M age = 29.53, SD = 13.46) (65 women, M age = 41.66, SD = 13.07) Based on the speeches shown to them, judgment of both sources' level of : • Credibility • Conspiracism • Complotism False Flag Accusation provided by the opposing country Simple Accusation provided by their own country Candidate from one country is accused of sexual aggressions Measure of the mean level of conspiracism attributed to each target : • Pilot study (α Simple Accusation = .70 and α False Flag Accusation = .82) • Experimental study (α Simple Accusation = .90 and α False Flag Accusation = .84) Participants differentiated both kind of speeches presented to them : they judged the False flag accusation as being more conspiracist than the Simple accusation in both Pilot study (F(1,112) = 5.70, p = .02, η p ² = .048) and Experimental study (F(1,113) = 28.77, p < .001, η p ² = .203) Participants perceived the sources differently : they judged the Russian source as being more conspiracist than the French source (F(1,113) = 20.33, p < .001, η p ² = .152) Finally, participants judged the Simple accusation speech to be more conspiracist than the False flag one only when the source was French. Otherwise, they judged both speeches to be as conspiracist when coming from a Russian source (F(1,113) = 27.94, p < .001, η p ² = .198)

Corresponding author : Hoï-Tong WONG -hoi-tong.wong04@univ-paris8.fr What is Source credibility? (Hovland & Weiss, 1951) • Perception of relational distance between the person giving speeches and ourselves to judge content • Source sharing our beliefs or views : speeches trustworthy and credible (Priester & Petty, 2003) Application of evaluative knowledge mode on conspiracy theories?

• Going beyond conspiracy mentality (Bruder et al., 2013) to focus on judgment of the source furnishing conspiracy theories to judge the content

• False flag accusation used as conspiracy theory = one party is accused of having pinned the responsibility of a sabotage act by the true author of the act "They must be conspiracy theorists since I don't perceive them as belonging to my group"